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From the Editor 

While you were all sweltering in hot conditions here over the festive 

season, we were in Canada (on the day of this photo at -27°C). Both 

are extreme conditions and yet the local plants are resilient. Come 

spring and the Canadian alpine meadows and Sunshine Coast wallum 

will be alive with wildflowers. The appearance of wildflower fragility 

is deceptive. This year, become involved with the August Wallum 

Festival. Read the article on Joan’s hot dry survivors on page 6. 

The butterflies are enjoying the hot humid conditions and we have 

been delighted at the number of Richmond birdwings we are seeing.  

It is a noisy time in our garden at present with channel-billed 

cuckoos, spangled drongos, koels and all those hungry young birds 

adding to the bird chorus. The wildlife the plants support are a 

source of ongoing pleasure and Joan gives us some tips on creating 

suitable habitat in our gardens for wildlife to enjoy. Do keep an eye 

out for those pesky weeds and any plant diseases. 

Happy reading 

Wendy 

mailto:npsc.chair@gmail.com
mailto:joan.abercrombie@skymesh.com.au
mailto:pelion4@gmail.com
mailto:npscsecretarycs@gmail.com
http://www.npqsuncoast.org/
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Meeting Dates for 2017 

 

Sunday the 12th February 2017 at 2:00pm. We are meeting for our 
 AGM and have a fascinating talk about the Cranborne Botanical  
Gardens in Melbourne. For further details please  
check the website www.npqsuncoast.org. 
 

 

                                                          Sunday the 12th March 2017 at 2:00pm. We will be meeting in Flaxton  

                                                         for a Plant ID  walk. Eric Anderson will be leading us in a tree ID stroll  

                                                         covering 3 Kms and taking about 90 minutes. There is only one hill and we  

                                                          will be walking on good surfaces. After the walk we will return to the house  

                                                          for afternoon tea. For further details please check the 

                                                          website www.npqsuncoast.org closer to the date. 

 

 

 

Sunday the 12th April 2017 at 2:00pm. We will be meeting to  

do some propagating at our shed in Mt Mellum. For further  

details please check the website www.npqsuncoast.org  

closer to the date. 

  

 

 

                                              Sunday the 14th May 2017 at 2:00pm. We will be walking amongst the Banksias  

                                              led by John Birbeck. The Banksia flowering will dictate the venue. More details  

                                              will be provided closer to the date and on our website.  

 

 

 

Sunday the 11th June 2017 at 2:00pm. We will be going for a walk in the Maroochy Wetland Sanctuary at 

Bli Bli. More details will be provided closer to the date and on our website.  

Looking 
forward 
to plants 

http://www.npqsuncoast.org/
http://www.npqsuncoast.org/
http://www.npqsuncoast.org/
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Observation by Joan Dillon: I’ve found myrtle rust more than once on seedlings 

of Melaleuca saligna. The fungus does not appear to infect older trees and their 

young leaves, just the very soft new growth of seedlings. I destroy the seedlings 

and potting mix. So far not observed on other melaleucas but M.quinquenervia is 

known to be very susceptible.  

 

 

 

Yellow Raspberry, Yellowberry – Rubus ellipticus 

A Weed to Watch 

By Eric Anderson and Diana O’Connor 

Since moving to the Sunshine Coast hinterland some 

15 years ago we have noticed an increase in the 

presence of this plant. Most notably we have to 

regularly remove emerging seedlings in our rainforest 

regeneration area in Montville. We think this is a 

plant that needs close watching. 

 

Yellow Raspberry is native to China, Nepal, the Indian 

Subcontinent, Indochina and the Philippines. The 

yellow succulent fruit is sweet to taste and has been 

grown as a fruit crop in Florida and California. Seeds 

were sent to Brisbane (from India) in 1891, and these 

were distributed to various parts of the state. The first 

reports of it being naturalized in Qld were in 1912.  

 

It is a thicket forming perennial evergreen shrub with long 

thick arching stems that can grow to 4.5 m. The stems are covered with prickles and reddish hairs and root when 

they touch the ground. The leaves are alternate and compound, with three round to blunt leaflets 5-10 cm long 

whose edges are finely toothed and dark green above and pale beneath. The flowers are small and white with five 

petals. The fruit are succulent and bright yellow.  

 

Yellow Raspberry reproduces readily by seed, which, when 

carried by fruit eating birds, are its primary means of long-

distance dissemination. New stems are produced each year 

from perennial rootstock. The plants can spread rapidly by 

root suckers and it regenerates from underground shoots 

after fire or cutting. 
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Gardens for Wildlife 
 Joan Dillon 

 

Whilst there are specific Gardens for Wildlife programs, sometimes with different names, everyone can have a 
wildlife friendly garden. Garden wildlife incudes everything in the food chain from fungi breaking down dead plant 
material, tiny critters boring into old logs, larger insects feeding on the smaller insects, spiders, frogs, reptiles, birds, 
bats, bandicoots and whatever else finds a home, water or food in the garden. If you live on the Blackall Range, 
Barung Landcare in Maleny runs a membership based program with periodic workshops available to all. These are 
advertised on the Barung website and a fee is charged to 
cover costs.  
 
To create a wildlife friendly garden, structure is as 
important as plant selection, remembering of course that 
our wildlife and our local plants are part of the same 
ecosystem and may depend on one another for their 
survival. Any connection to nearby bushland is valuable 
but connected gardens can at least partly compensate for 
loss of space due to development. Natural bushland can 
look “messy’ but is layered, and a well-structured garden 
is also layered. This is easy to achieve with a mix of 
ground covers, small soft plants (forbs), small shrubs, 
larger shrubs, and on up to trees of varying height. Vines 
are sometimes included, depending on their growth 
habits. Different birds can be seen using these layers or 
levels for cover, feeding and perching. 

 
Homes can be piles of rock, small or large, pieces of timber, old logs, prickly shrubs, trees 
with nesting places or hollows, dense low shrubs to rest in during the day, grasses, and the 
list goes on. Diversity is the key and many plants also provide nesting materials. Your wildlife 
needs to feel safe from predators and be protected from hot sun and heavy rain. Large open 
spaces generally attract larger birds like aggressive grey miners (mickey birds), magpies and 
currawongs. The latter prey on the nests of smaller birds. 

 
Water is critical and the more sources, the better. Water containers need to be sited under the 

edge of the shrub or tree canopy and inaccessible to predators, especially cats. Small birds like to perch on a nearby 
branch before flying down to drink or bathe. Containers need to be shallow enough for small birds to safely splash. 
Keep them clean and refilled regularly. This is likely to be a daily task as the bird 
population increases but it’s such a joy to watch the birds and their inter-
actions. 
 
Frogs of course love ponds. Site well away from the bedroom (noise control) 
and use plants like lomandra with its dense, clumping habit to discourage 
toads from using the pond. A large pond could contain a rock or small island as 
a safe area from which to drink. 
 
Wildlife, like us, needs a varied diet. Nectar, leaves, insects in all their diversity, 
pollen, seeds, fruit, worms, lizards, even carrion will all provide food for something else. A diverse planting of 
flowering shrubs, fruit and seed producers, trees and shrubs with loose or flaking bark and a good layer of organic 
mulch directly provide, or hide, food. Choose flowering plants for all seasons, not just spring. Many of our local 
native plants have their most spectacular flowering in spring but do flower at other times of the year. Different 
species of banksias and bottlebrushes flower at different times. 

Photo: J.Dillon 
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Wildlife friendly gardens, of whatever size, deliver great rewards. We are rediscovering the joys of sharing home 
grown vegetables, and honey from city-based bee hives. Let’s encourage and share our wildlife too. 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Wildlife Interactions: Over the past few weeks I’ve been 

observing a scrub turkey harassing a goanna. The turkey reverse 

kicks whatever the surface area provides, running around the 

goanna persistently and occasionally the goanna flicks its tail at the 

turkey. On this occasion the goanna escaped up a tree. The turkey 

flew up on to the adjacent fence but was unable to reverse kick 

anything and after some time returned to ground and wandered off. 

 

 

 

SEDGES BOOK 

The long awaited "Sedges, Rushes and 

Restiads" book by Sonia MacDonald and 

Stephanie Haslam will be released this 

month by the publishers, Noosa Integrated 

Catchment Association Inc. (NICA).  It is 

intended as a starting point in the study of 

these plants and is a companion volume to 

"Grasses of the Noosa Biosphere and 

Surrounding Regions" (now in its second 

edition).  The book contains full size images 

of the species encountered around Noosa 

and the Sunshine Coast.  The specimens have 

been identified by the Queensland 

Herbarium, scanned and printed at full 

size.   Photographs provide different views 

and magnifications to assist with 

identification.   There are a few weedy 

introductions such as the dreaded Nut Grass 

- not a grass, but a sedge.  Some information 

about grasses has been added for purposes 

of comparison.  If you don't know the 

difference between a grass, sedge, rush and 

restiad, this is the book for you. 

The NICA website www.noosariver.com.au 
gives details of price and availability.  

http://www.noosariver.com.au/
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SUMMER SURVIVORS                                                                                                         By Joan Dillon 
 

What a surprise; the hottest summer on 
record. However, the survival rate in the 
garden has been good, with the following 
riders. Not all gardens are the same as mine. 
Soil conditions, shade, direct morning or 
afternoon sun and water availability have a 
big impact. My soil is heavy cracking clay on 
the eastern escarpment of the Blackall Range, 
our water is stored in tanks, and levels are 
regularly monitored during prolonged dry 
periods. Some is, however, available for the 
garden and supplied to selected container 
grown plants via an effective automatic 
irrigation system which controls timing and 
volume. Shrubs a short distance down the 
slope benefit from drainage water and limited 
overspray.  
 
With that in mind, there’s no doubt that established plants, without additional water, have generally done well and 
even grown. Plants without a well-established root system had to be monitored for moisture stress and water 
supplied as needed. A heavier layer of mulch would have been beneficial in keeping root systems cool. 
 
Various species of Dianella have proved to be very hardy except for a dwarf, clumping variety from more southern 
regions. Phebalium woombye in the ground has been exceptional, small plants of Phebalium nottii have struggled a 
little but are alive and growing after recent rain, while the same plant container grown in a sandy irrigated mix has 
powered ahead and is flowering for the second time. 
 
There has been some dieback of Goodenia ovata and even Chrysocephalum apiculatum, but dead stems have been 
removed and the plants will recover. Lobelia trigonocaulis which had formed a dense mat in a shaded area died off 
but there are many tiny plants in the leaf litter and it will recover. In contrast, Goodenia rotundifolia also in light 
shade has continued to grow and flower amongst the forest grass. Burr Daisy, Calotis cuneifolia has grown steadily 
into a sprawling medium height forb, a bit untidy but very useful. 
 
I don’t grow many grevilleas but those with G. rosmarinifolia genes have grown where other less resilient varieties 
have died. There’s a lesson there. I thought Philotheca (syn. Eriostemon) myoporoides would struggle in the ground 
but it didn’t and has new leaves. Some plants will surprise the keen gardener. The same applied to Kunzea granitica 
from the very different soil of the granite belt. In the same vein, all the pieces of a clump of the large yellow 
kangaroo paw divided last year, flowered well. 
 
Generally speaking, local species have done better than varietal selections and this has been the case with the 
common light blue Brachyscome multifida daisy. The attractive pink Brachyscome ‘Pacific Reef’ is alive but that’s 
about all. It probably would have grown better in a pot. 
 
Out in the revegetation there have been very few losses and then only of plants not strictly suited to the area. All 
plants are at least a year old, generally older, and clearly have their roots well down. No further planting will be done 
there until soil moisture levels have improved and the bandicoot population has dispersed. Moist friable soil in 
which to dig is at a premium. 
 
The heat has been horrendous but it’s been an opportunity to observe, be surprised, sometimes annoyed or 
disappointed but above all to record and select for the future. It is unlikely to cool down in summers to come. 

 

 

Photo: J.Dillon 
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Outing Reports 

November 2016 – Our November meeting was held at the home of Peter and Linda Scharf at Witta. 

There was a great rollup of members and visitors to hear Hilary Pearl talk about her fascinating Ph.D. 

project studying the population genetics of wallum plants. She also showed us the impressive 

portable herbarium she has created since her studies began - what a resource! We are looking 

forward to assisting Hilary in the field, and also to annual updates from Hilary on the progress of her 

research. 

After afternoon tea we wandered around the property looking at the regeneration being undertaken. 

At that time there had been no rain and the soil was cracked and dry. Despite this, there was a large 

and thriving population of Carex fascicularis (Tassel Sedge) growing around the dam. We hope there 

has been some relief since our visit, and thank Peter, Linda, and Hilary for our educational and 

entertaining day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December 2016 - Our December outing was held at Spencer 
and Karen Shaw's home, and it was a very enjoyable day. 
Spencer talked to us about finding their piece of land and 
the reasons why they chose it. He went on to talk about 
the plantings they have undertaken, their philosophy of 
native plants, and a glimpse into their plans for the future 
of Brush Turkey Enterprises. 
 

Afterwards Spencer gave us a tour of their nursery facilities. 
They have created a fantastic setup there for plant growing 
with lots of healthy plants outdoors ready for sale, and 
several propagation houses filled with seeds and cuttings. 
And plans to expand are in the works. 
 

Thanks to Spencer and Karen for hosting our Christmas 
break-up. 
 Spencer explains the necessity of a 
 good pot for creating a good root 
 system. 
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NOOSA WALLUM FESTIVAL 2017 

Noosa Integrated Catchment Association ( NICA) is planning a programme of talks and activities to 

celebrate Noosa's Wallum environment. The festival will be held on the 25 26 27 August at the 

Bicentennial Hall, Sunshine Beach. 

 

Many of us have made our homes in the coastal lowlands of the Noosa Biosphere Reserve  and the 

focus of the festival will be on learning about and looking after where we live.  
 

 

Keynote Speaker Lawrie Smith AM, landscape architect and botanic gardens master planner, will talk 

about landscaping in sensitive areas. Other subjects covered will include local architecture, geology, 

research, burning the wallum, wallum weeds, citizen science, place-inspired art, and more.  Printed 

species lists will be available for the guided wildflower walks. 

  

There will be plants for sale and propagation tips, art to admire, fauna displays by council and 

information from plant study groups.   

An identification and study transect will be set up and explained by PhD researcher Hilary Pearl. And 

a sunset welcome to country will be followed by a bush food happy hour.   So, something for everyone. 
 

Bookings open in May.  Watch NICA'S website www.noosariver.com.au for details or phone Stephanie 

Haslam on 5449 8118 for more information. 
 

 

http://www.noosariver.com.au/

