
Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata  (Spotted Gum) 

     It can be annoying when taxonomists revise a plant name but it’s a real shame when that 

name change causes confusion. Spotted gum was well known for a long time as Eucalyptus 

maculata, macula being Latin for spot, so a perfectly suitable name. When the Eucalyptus 

genus was revised recently, the new name, Corymbia citriodora subspecies variegata 

(variegated meaning marked with irregular patches of different colours), was given to reflect 

the species’ close relationship to Lemon Scented Gum, Corymbia citriodora subsp. 

citriodora. This was also previously well known, as Eucalyptus citriodora, referring to the 

strong lemon scent of its leaves. It might have been less confusing for us amateur botanists 

if our local Spotted Gum had been renamed Corymbia citriodora subsp. maculata but the 

southern N.S.W. occurrence of Spotted Gum is now considered a separate species and is 

called Corymbia maculata. Does that clear things up? 

     More interesting is the tree itself. The spots on the bark are its best identifying feature but 

these can vary in appearance from tree to tree. Typically, the bark sheds in patches in 

summer leaving dimples on the surface. These seem to be less pronounced on younger trees 

and more pronounced in some occurrences and on older trees, while the spots on Lemon 

Scented Gums are present but not always as noticeable. The fresh bark displayed after 

shedding is often pink, fading to blue-grey over the year. 

                                

                                          Kellehers Road, Pomona in Mt. Cooroora area. 
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                   Spotted Gum growing in sandstone soil, Mt. Toohey Forest, Brisbane. 

 

                        

                 Young Spotted Gum.                                                      Lemon Scented Gum.    



     The egg shaped flower buds appear in the autumn preceding terminal corymbs of white 

flowers over winter making it invaluable to beekeepers as a major source of nectar for bees. 

The fruit which follows is about 1 cm. wide, ovoid and sometimes with a rolled back rim 

similar to Corymbia gummifera (Red Bloodwood).  

                          

     The distribution of C. citriodora subsp. variegata is from Coffs Harbour in northern N.S.W. 

along the coast to Maryborough in Queensland and west to Carnarvon Gorge. Lemon Scented 

Gum occurs north from Maryborough and here, where the two subspecies overlap, there is 

a gradient in the amount of citronella in the leaves. It prefers growing in areas of good rainfall 

but with adequate drainage, e.g. on sandstone ridges and valley slopes, often, here on the 

Sunshine Coast, in association with Grey Gum (E. propinqua) but sometimes in pure stands. 

The forests of southern Spotted Gum with an understorey of Burrawang (Macrozamia 

communis) that can be seen in coastal southern N.S.W. are exceptionally beautiful.  

     The long, straight boles of a tree that can reach 70 m. make it a valuable source of timber. 

Its durability and strength contribute to its use in heavy construction and for treated poles 

and tool handles. Spotted Gum is the single most important tree species for hardwood 

plantation in sub-tropical Australia with 20,000 hectares under cultivation in south east 

Queensland and northern N.S.W. 

     A circumnavigation of Mt. Cooroora on foot or in your car via Jam Pot, Kellehers and 

Pomona Connection Roads, particularly in summer when the bark sheds, can take a while as 

you need to pause frequently to appreciate your glorious surrounds. As for the tree’s name, 

I’m happy to just call it Spotted Gum.  



     

 

     

Eucalyptus propinqua (Grey Gum) 
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