
Eucalyptus latisinensis (Broad-leaved White Mahogany) 

     In early November Linda and I spent two nights in Urangan. I’d been told of an interesting 

patch of littoral vine forest at River Heads so, while L. op shopped in Hervey Bay, I drove the 

17 km. south to the Fraser Island ferry terminal. Along the way I noticed a large Eucalypt in 

flower amongst some remnant bush on the side of the road. I didn’t recognise it so thought 

I’d stop on the way back for a closer look. 

         

     The terminal and boat ramp are situated on the north head of a magnificent estuary where 

the mouths of the Susan and Mary Rivers join to empty into Great Sandy Strait. Beginning at 

the rear of the car park is a 900 m. walking track through the forest above the water line. In 

the understorey are plant species familiar to most NPA Botany Group members such as 

Xanthorrhoea macronema, Carissa ovata, Exocarpos latifolius and Elaeocarpus obovatus.  

       

      



     The views over mangroves to the Susan River and Kangaroo Island are superb. 

 

     Spotting some Eucalyptus flowers on the forest floor, however, prompted me to look up 

to the canopy: Kauri Pine and a Eucalypt with rough, deeply furrowed bark somewhat 

reminiscent of an ironbark, possibly the one I’d seen earlier. 

                            



     From descriptions, including in Forest Trees of Australia, I believe it is Eucalyptus 

latisinensis or Broad-leaved White Mahogany. An alternative common name, Shade 

Mahogany, is derived from its former botanical name, Eucalyptus umbra, and possibly a 

reference to the tree’s dense canopy. The appearance and qualities of the timber give it the 

mahogony moniker. Distribution is from Sydney to Cooktown, generally close to the sea on 

infertile, poorly drained soils. On the Sunshine coast it only occurs in a small area north of 

Tewantin and, along with other more common White Mahogonies E. carnea and E. 

acmenoides, is a member of the subgenus Monocalyptus. Flowering is from spring to early 

summer. 

      Where the track ends, it is possible to follow the cleared edge of the forest up a steep 

slope to meet the road at the top of the hill. Walking back down the road to the car park, you 

are on the edge of dry rainforest where you’ll find more unusual species.  

     Some to note are:  

     1. Samadera bidwillii (Quassia), a shrub in family Simaroubaceae, not seen on the 

Sunshine Coast as it occurs from Gympie north. The flowers are small and insignificant but 

the plant’s attractive, bushy habit would look good in a garden. I’ve not seen it in cultivation. 

 

         

      



2. Capparis sarmentosa, a climbing member of the Caper family with fragrant flowers 

followed by red fruit. 

     

     3. Aglaia brownii, a small tree in family Meliaceae, also not occurring south of Gympie. 

    



     4. Acacia bakeri (Marblewood), an uncommon rainforest wattle. 

        

     Stopping on the return trip to Hervey Bay at the tree I’d seen earlier allowed me a better 

look at the canopy to photograph the flowers and decide it was the same Eucalypt, E. 

latisinensis. 
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